Edge, String Quartet No 3 (2017)
 
The word ‘edge’ conjures up the idea of sharpness but it can also refer to extremes of nervous tension, to ‘being on edge’. Tentatively, we edge towards something fearful or become immobilized with apprehension as the feared entity edges towards us. Although the title was applied when the string quartet was almost finished, these are the qualities found in the music. Tension is created initially by high, hovering, barely moving individual parts; later the sliding, falling sensation which can be heard early on, becomes extreme, moving to the lowest registers of the instruments.
 
Edge was commissioned by Music Network with funds provided by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon. It was premiered by Quatuor Voce in the Regional Cultural Centre, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal on 17th November 2017.
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